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To all concerned-

We've been asked for our oninions on this pronosal- here
they are.

We'd like to see gveryone resnond- as you see time is short

{meeting Oct 22nd) and as Fuzzy Davey said- '"'If I don't hear from

you 1 will have to assume you and your members are satlsflei with
the proposed corporation papers."”

Well, we ABATEof Oregon are not hanony wlth the cornoration.
It Xou have any views it's imperative you express them before
Qct_22!

Futher notes on Proposal by members of Abate of Oregon.
~-"again on page #6 lack of auorum was mentioned as the reason
ABATB co-ordinators were not allowed to vote: on anything.,''.

-" I think it stinks"- a member of Abate of Idaho."

-" We got our reveal without help or financial aid from Easyriders"
~-" We've always paid for our own postage."

-" We are what we are" Wheelz-Utah

-'' The only onrinting assistance is when we buy the maeazine, then

:Orepgon is very infrenuently mentioned."

-" ABATE, should be ABALE not Fapgyrider." Washington ABATE member.

~" You seem to have something mixed up here-an oranization and a

magazine. It must be solely one or the other-with. ALLABATE people
from all different states where existing chapters are now and have
been in existence, not M.M.A people direcsed or magazine neople
directed.”

d;K, -There were some of the comments recently-let "ABATE National:
know YOURS!!!

| A copy of this package is going to every ABATE organization
we can contact, to other interested members, "ABATE National/
Kasyridees magazine, and to my attourney along with a cony of my

last will and testiment. _
I know you'll resmond to something of this impvortance.

incerly,

A jetmgl

M”;“;; Iike Metcalfe
W Jhairman-ABATE OF OREGON

PS. 1



jag

As we get into the section titled "National Organi-
zation", we find many ways in which we could benefit.
There is even more that could be done such as safety
programs and fair insurance for motorcycles. The question
arises-how is all this going to be paid for? At the nat-
ional meeting it was mentioned that Easyriders Magazine*
would be putting up the money to get things going. It
sounds really good that for a few lousy bucks someone will
be lobbying for us, assisting us with our legislative prob-
lems and programs. But it's not as simnle as that. While
we can all appreciate what Basyriders has done in the in-
terest of bikers, giving time, space, and dollars to the
cause, however, it remains the little person in the street
who made it all work.

We are not ready to see ABATE become the totalitarian
bureaucracy we have been opvosed to all along., We woulAd
much prefer to be poor and struggling than to sell out our
ethics for our interests.

¥e see in the situation the opportunity to have some
good help in certain areas: the benefit of the knowledge
and exverience of at least one of the people selected to
work for us; the fact that being a non-profit corporation- .
Basyriders could pump in some bucks, paying the salaries
of oresently employed persons, all as a tax write-off.

Now, if all dues and charges would disapvear and all
functions financed, managed, and maintained by someone
else, it may sound nearly ideal-BUT. still it isn't.

ABATE of Oregon will always be opposed to a National
organization as long as the governing body consists of
persons not elected by ABATE membershin or its elected
representatives.

We would agree to a national body in a more loosely
designed structure-elected as representatives of the mem-
bership body and not so all pawerful. As you repeatedly
see references to non-elected body, does it all ring a
bell?” Are we never to rule ourselves? A non-elected body
can never be truly revresentative of the membership.

While no provisions were made for funding a National
office, it was suggested by a "“temporary" member of the
proposed Board of Directors that all membership dues
would be sent directly to the Wational office and dis-
persed from there. All membershinp cards would be issued
by the National office. This is totally unacceptable to
ABATE of Qregon.

Notice was taken that the issue of Easyriders to hit
the streets at the time of the natioml meeting at Lake
Perry had an application to Abate National for 410 per
year,

It has been brought to our attention that some changes
have been brought about since %~ake Perry-instead of the
16th street address, there is now a post office box number:



However, when you dial 916-442-4727(MMA) or 916-442-5271
(ABATE National), the same lady answers the phone. One
bright note-the Board of Directors are now nine, we under-
stand, and our information is that Wanda Hummel from
Indiana and dre are among those. These two neople are
hard-working, down-to-earth motorcycle peonle and at
least a sten in the right direction-but what's the direct-
ion when something like 5 or 6 of the 9 Board of Directors
of ABATE National are owners/partners/employees of
masyriders Magazine?

These ideas and comments are nut forth on the behalf
of ABATE of Oregon in concern for all motorcyclists and
as an exercise of our Freedom of Speech,.

P 4
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October 3, 1977

TO: All ABATE Chapters
FROM : Lou Kimzey
SUBJECT: Amendments to ABATE By-Laws

At the Kansas City meeting, there was considerable dis-
cussion regarding the recent by-laws which we sent you.
Following are the changes that were discussed at
length, voted on, and approved.

Page 1, para. 1, line 3: ....is located at P. 0. Box

162062, in the City of Sacramento, County oi Sacra-
mento, State of California 95816.

Page 3, Article III, para. 1, line 2: Corporation
shall be nine (9).........

Page 4, para. 3, line 2: ...by a vote of seven (7)...
Page 5, para. 8, line 1: Six (6) members of the......

1lth page, pard. a, line 2: ©P. 0. Box 162062, Sacra-
mento, California 95816.

11th page, para. c: Be governed by a nine (9)......

l4th page, 18th line: Each State Corporatjem shou’d. ..

LK:ms
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ABATE of Oregon -2~

How many members do you presently héve?

The first Board of Directors meeting will be held on Octo-
ber 22, 1977, and we would like your views prior to that
time.

If you have specific questions regarding the enclosed,
lease feel free to call me or Keith Ball (collect) at
?213) 880-4240, If we're not in, we'll call you right back.

Best personal regards --
and ride safe,

P
’ w:‘: !
L)
,/ S s

-

| » Klmzey
'kational Director

LK:ms
Enclosures
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PURPOSY
LS ]

To form a Unlted Motorcyecle Rlders Assoclation, bota at
the individual state level as well as at a Vatlonal level.
lelni the street blker a stronz, ynited, powerful,'volée in
regards to his/her future, his/her way of life, and dedicated

to his/ner freedonm.

(1)
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BY-LAWS OF
ABATE

Article I - Office

The principal office of ABATE (a ntional non-profit corporation)
for the transaction of its business at the national level is
located at 2202 16th Street, in the City of Sacramento, County
of Sacramento, State of Californla.

The County of the principal office may be changed only by amend-
ment to the Articles of Incorporation and not otherwlse.

The corporation may also have auxillary offlces at such other
places, within or without the State of California, where it

is qualified to do business, and its business may requlre

and as the Board of Directors may from time to time deslgnate.

Article II - Membership

The corporation shall have to (2) classes of membershlp; one
voting and one non-voting.

The voting membershlp of the Corporation shall be made up of
the members of the Board of Directors in numbers herelnafter
specified, whose term shall continue until a sucessor is
designated by the Board of Directors.

Any person who meets the flnanclal and other requirements
which the Board may from time to time establish, may become
a non-voting member of this Corporation. No member shall
hold more than one (1) kind of membership in the corporation
at any one time,

Applicants shall be admitted to non-voting membership, on
making application in writing, to the Corporation and by
payment of the annual dues.

The rights and privileges of the non-voting membership shall
be determined by the Board of Directors.

The Board of Directors, from time to time by resolution, may
change the annual dues the non-voting membership is requlred
to pay the Corporation. The first annual dues shall be pay-
able and submitted in full with the applicatlion. Future

annual dues shall be due and payable on the anniversary date
of the members admission to the Corporation. Membership

shall be non-assessable, non-transferable and non-assignable,

. No member of thils Corﬁoratlon shall be personally liable

for the debts, liabilities, or obligations of the Corporation.

(n
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5.

The Board of Directors shall provide for the issuance of
membershlp cards., Each card shall state the dates for

which 1t 1s valid and shall have printed on its face in
clear type that the Corporation is non-profit. The form,
Slze and contents of the membership card in all other
respects shall be fixed from time to time by resolution of
the Board of Dlrectors. The name and address of each member
and the date of issuance of the membership card shall be
entered on the records of the Corporation. If any card shall
become lost, mutllated, or destroyed, a new card may be 1s-
sued therefore on such terms and conditions as the Board of
Directors may determine.

The membership of any member of this Corporation shall auto-
matically terminate: (a) On a written request for such
termination delivered to an officer of the Corporation per-
sonally or by United States mail; (b) On the death of the
member; (c) Suspension from membership in the Corporation
by four (4) votes of the Board of Directors for good cause
as used hereln requires that the member, after having re-
ceilved notice and having had an opportunity to be heard be-
fore the Board, is found to have falled to comply with the
rules and requlations promulgated by the Board, or has
committed acts prejudicial to the purposes or welfare of
this Corporation. v

Article III - Directors

The number of members of the Board of Directors of this
Corporation shall be five (5) unless changed by an amend-
ment to these by-laws.

Each member of the Board of Directors shall serve until his
or her sucessor is elected by the Board of Directors.

A member of the Board of Directors may be removed from the
Board at any time by a vote of four (4) members of the Board.

Vacancles on the Board of Directors shall exist (a) On the
death, resignation, or removal of any director; {(b) Whenever
the number of Directors are increased, and; (c) On fallure

of the members of the Board to elect the full number of Direc-
tors; (d) Fallure by any Director to attend regular Board
meetings on three (3) consecutlve occasions unless excused by
action of the Board.

Dirsctors shall recelve no compensation for their services
as Directors, but shall be allowed and pald their actual
and necessary expenses in attending Director meetings.

Regular meeting of the Board of Directors shall be held at
the principal office of the Corporation, unless otherwlse
deslgnated by the Board of Directors on the second Monday of
January, April, July, and October of each year.

(2)
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11.

Speclal meetings of the Board of Directors may be called by
the Presldent or by Three (3) members of the Board and such
meeting shall be held at the principal office of the Corpora=-
tion, or at any other place so designated.

Four (4) members of the Board of Directors shall constitute
a quorum for the transaction of business of the Corporation.

Every act or decision done or made by a majlority of the
Directors present at a meeting duly held, at which a gquorum
is present, 1s the act of the Board of Directors, unless
the law or the Articles of Incorporation or these By-laws
require a greater number.

All meetings of Directors shall be governed by "Roberts
Rule of Order" and presided over by the President of the
Corporation, or, in hls absence, the Vice-President, or, in
the absence of both, by a Chalrman chose by the majority of
the Directors present. The Secretary of the Corporation
shall act as Secretary of the Board unless the presiding
officer, in the Secretary's absence, appoints another.

The Directors shall not be personally liable for the debtis,
liabllities, or other obligatlons of the Corporation.

Article IV - Officers

The offlcers of the Corporation shall be a President, a

Vice-President, and a Secretary-Treasurer. The Corpora-
tion may also have, at the discretion of the Board of Direc-
tors, other officers appointed.

Officers, including those appointed at the discretion of
the Board of Directors, shall be chosen annually from
among the Directors by the Board at the first regular
meeting of each year.

Any vacancy caused by death, resignation, or otherwise of
any officer, shall be fllled by the Board of Directors for
the unexplired portion of the term.

The President shall be the Chief Executive Officer of the
Corporation and shall, in general, subject to the control
of the Board of Directors, supervise and control all bus-
iness and affairs of the Corporation., He shall perform all
dutlies incident to his office and such other duties as may
be required by law, the Artlcles of Incorporation of this
Corporation, or by these By-laws, or which may be pre-
scribed from time to time by the Board of Dlirectors. He
shall preside at all meetlngs of the Board of Directors

and be ex-officlo member of all standing committees.

(3)



5. The Vice~President shall, in the absence of the President,
perform all dutlies required of the President and act as an
ex-0fficio member of all standing committees.

6. The Secretary and Treasurer shall keep all minutes of the
meetings, a complete and accurate account of the membership
records, and perform all duties incident to the offlice of
Secretary. He shall deposlit all funds of the Corporation
and maintaln a record of all income and disbursements of

- such fuands. He shall keep accurate books of account and
report perlodically to the Board of Directors as to the
financlal condition of the Corporation. Withdrawals from
Corporation funds shall be made only by check signed by
an officer of the corporation. He shall act as an ex-
officio menmber of all standing committees.

7. The salarles of the officers shall be fixed from time to
time by the Board of Directors and an officer shall not be
prevented from receiving a salary by reason of the fact that
he is also a Director of the Corporation,

Article V - Miscellaneous Provisions

( 1., The Board of Directors, except as otherwise provided by the

M7 By-laws, may by resolution authorize any officer or agent
of the Corporatlon to enter into any contract or execute and
deliver any instrument in the name of and on behalf of the

~ Corporation, and such authorlty may be general or conformed

to speciflc instances. Unless so authorized, no officer,
agent, or employee shall have any power or authority to bind
the Corporation by any contract or engagement, or to pledge
1ts credit, or render it illable pecuniarlly for any purpose
or amount.

b The President shall cause to be prepared and submitted to
‘u%a*“‘“(gﬁth (Board membETH an annual written report, inciuding a
&ﬁd.auw «% "financial statement from the Treasurer, and cause to be pre=-

pared all reports necessary for governmental agenclies and
to pay all taxes and other charges against the Corporation.

3. The Board of Directors may adopt and use a corporate seal to
be affixed on all Corporation instruments and imprint of such
seal is affixed hereto.

4, The fiscal year of the Corporatlion shall be from the first
regular meeting.

Afticle VI - By Laws

1. These By-laws shall become effective 1mmed1ately on
adoption.

- | - (4)
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Article I

- ——— - —

At the National meeting their was some opposi-
tion to the National office being one andthe
same as the M.M.a., (Modifyed Motorcycle Assoc.)

Articles of Incorporaion not introduced, We
no knowledge of their contents.

Article II

——_— O S o D -

Unfortunately, there is no provision for the

"membership to ever vote on anything.

Here the voting members (Board of Directors) =
votes on itself - no provisions are made any
where for elections of Officers or Members of

the Board to be elected by the general member-

ship. Nor are there any limits on the length
of terms in office with the exceptions of death
or removal as noted in Article III, pg. 2, nos.

2, 4.

Your rights and privelegeé ags a member are be-
ing determined by a non-elected body - in this
cagse a self-apoointed Board of Directors.

"...may change the annual dues the non-voting
membership is required to pay the Corporation.”
Corporation being the Board of Directors which
has the vower to elect themselves as Officers
who are able to receive a salary.

We prefer to continue maintaining our records
and issue memberships on a state level. We are
gure we have been much more effective working
at this level in the past. We also have many
members who do not wish their names and address-
es deposited in a computor bank.

It would be one of our greatest hopes that no
dues paying member ever be suspended by a non-
elected body.

FSZ.
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Article ITI

",..shall be 5",etc. Again, where lies the
power to ammend? -- in the Directorship.

",...each member" etc. Again as long as
sucessors are chosen by the Board of Directors,
it remains too much of a self-interest situation
In sther words this original non-elected body

of 5 can elect (select?) members of %heir
choice continuously while the general member-
ship stands by without ever having a voice in
these matters. v

Here we find the Board of Directors having the
power to remove a member of the same while the
general membership is helpless.

*,..whenever" etc, Here is the power to increase
the number of Directors( regardless of the reason)
without the consent or approval of the General
Membership.

(Refer to Article IV number 7.)

"Robert's duleswas felt ( and indeed, was proven)

to be especially restrictive to a Bikers life-
style.

Article IV

" % 2. The Board of Directors here given the vower

to appoint officers to carry on organizational

business without sanction of the General Membershin,

As a member of the Board of Directors one may vote
onesself an Officer thereby being eligible to re-
ceive a salary denied to you as a member of the
Board of Directors. Y ' v



2. Anmendments to these By-laws shall become effective immedl-

ately on adoption unless otherwise designated by the Board
of Directors,

3. The original, or copy of the By-laws, as amended shall be

kept in the office of the. tion at all times for in-
Spection(fy the Board of Directorg.

&5 vﬁ*jq:w what a%vuf

Approved and adopted: sHhec mewbers T

PREGLIDENT

SECRGTARY

(5)
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Dedicat_od to Freedom of the Road

September 28, 1977

ABATE of Oregon
Luke Metcafe

P O Box 4504
Portland, OR 97208

Luke:_

Sorry about not making the Kansas City confab, but as
you've heard, I went belly-up the very day I was to leave
for the meeting -- had to do it right, of course, Para-
medics, firemenz policemen (policemen?) -~ the whole en-
chilada. But I'm okay now which is the reason I'm just
gettin' around to communicating with you.

First off, in accordance with the motion made at the
National Coordinators Meeting in Kansas City to form a
national ABATE organization and the adoption of that pro-
posed motion, we've set the wheels in motion. :

Since a gygg%g was not present at that meeting, we're con-
cting you for your comments and opinions.

We'd appreciate the return of your ballot and the infor-
mation requested in the enclosed self-addressed, stamped
envelope.

g%eaﬁe inﬁicage your opinions below by circling either
es’ or No.

Yes ;yé. Do we want to form ABATE into a unified A’/("
national organization? '

as amended?

Yes No Is your chapter still active? If so, wim
are the people in charge? Please give
name, address, and phone number of each.
(This information can be written on the
back of this page.)

‘Yf’{’j Y(’."S« e,

Yes //;NG:; Do you accept the proposed plan (enclosed) A/

PogS

DAv K9 Matihy Califacaie GNOES
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1o,
tecently at thedNational ABATH conventinn in Kansas
it was brouasnt uo to have a vational apAld,
I do not believe and will not sﬁnnort any RNational
ABATS ormanization,
I helieve that it should be ran by each s*atse and
Bisyriders enould stav out of how the state rans thier orearization
[ hepe that you do not'decide to tike the pogition
thiat hive been offeredto yoru hy masyriders., ©or 1 will not

svrnort oyvor,
David Triern)f
ABATE of ORmICH
P.0. Box 1574
VNG

Portland, QOrepon 27.106




Dedicated to Freedom of the Road

Sept, 29, 1977

Mr, David Thierolf
ABATE of Oregon
P.0. Box 4504
Portland, Oregon

Dear David:

I recieved your letter pertaining to ABATE National, Easy Rider magazine,
and my personal involvement,

David, from your letter, I believe that vour are somwhat mis-informed,
There are no plans for the National to take over running each state, '

The plan clearly calls for each states solvency with the National office
assistinp the state in obtaining the coals of thier members, Steps for doing
this were clearly outlined in the written proposal and in Kansas, ‘

As for Easy Rider, I'm sure you are aware that Fasy Rider started ABATE
some four and a half years ago, Since then, they have maintained a National
Director, supplied postage, printing of material, a vass service and the
volume of the magazine at expense for which they have never asked anything in
return,

To now tell them to stay out of an organization that they not only own,
financed and created, seems somewhat unrealistic.

As for myself David, I can only state that I believe there is a need

for a strong National Biker Rights Organization, Therefore, 1 have accepted
the position offered me, by Easy Rider, in hopes of obtaining that ecoal,

999

Box 52, Malibu, Ca!ifomia 90265
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Dedicated to Freedom of the Road

1 would sincerely hope that you would give me your support,

I also hope that before you make any decision, pro or con, that
you would take the time to call me, collect, afc 916-446-5271 s0 that
we might have the opportunity to meet, talk, and answer or clear up any

questions you might have,

I look forward to hearing from vou, Thank you for vour letter and

frankness.,

Yours préi;;?

v

RONALD R, ROLOFF

NATIONAL‘DIRECTOR
LEGISLATIVE ADVOCATE

g

cer file

i
)‘;

!

P9 (0

Box 52, Maliby, California 90265
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It has reached a point in time that you, an ABALE of l'exas member, must write us at
once. It only takes five minutes and a 15 cent stamp, so get off your lagy rear end

and do it as soon as you finish thls newsletter. This is not golng to be an election,
just a poll to find your opinion. . Here's what it's all about----==

As near as I can get to 1t, this 1s what is happening. Lou Kimzey started ABATE a
few years ago and built it into the strongest bike group in the world. The whole
ldea was based on the idea that each staie take care of themselves, and it worked
beautifully all this time. That part was easy, but now it gets a little tougher.
Enter - SOME FEOPLE that wani a National ABATE - to make a long story short, Exit
Lou Kimzey., That leaves SOME FEOPLE that want MNaticnal ABATE. SOME PECPLE cannot
agree. Result, Two National ABATEs, It's still not too bad yet, so just read a
little more., Here in Texas, we kick all this around and decide we wlll check out
both Nationals. My telephone bill has gotten well out of hand doing thils and we
st111 have nothing. We sent the required $10 to one National with a letter request-
ing information on becoming a state chapter of their end of the National deal. Now
this one does not list an address or telephone number, just a P.,O. box number, so
there is nothing else I know of to do. I'hey sent us a membership card, newsletter,
and nothlng else. Moral -~ blow one ten dollar bill - we need another ABATE member-
ship card and newsletter like we nezd to be kicked where the sun don't shine -~ we
print them ourselves a thousand at a time. Now, the plot begins to thicken. The
other Natlcnal does have a telephone, several of them in fact, but they have done
nothing but talk, at my expense. HNow, to let the plot get better, there is one
person by the name of Paul Hendley who 1s in charge of our area for this National,
and won't, as in wlll not, talk. Three months of trylng to reach him with no result
has turned me off., I promised you something better, so here it comes. SOME PECPLE
who call themselves National ABATE have had the foreslght to Inc. themselveg. Now
what this means is that we, ABATE of Texas, may be using their name in viclation of
the law. The other SOME PEOPLE told me over the phone, at my expense aga‘n, that a
name change is in order. They suggest M.R.A., Motorcycle Rights Assn,

That is Jjust about encugh of this bullshit ~ write me and let me know whether you
favor pushing harder to hook up with cne or both National SOME PEOPLES, 1if you favor
staylng on our own, if you want a name change, if you want me to go to hell, or
whatever. Thils page of the newsletter is at my expense and cost ABAIE of Texas
nothing, so at least show the courtesy of answering.

Ride Hard & Stay FRER

(/ A DY /f///éz/yl,

Artie Hebert

3520 10th Street

Port Arthur, Texas 77640
713-982-5244 (no collect calls, please)

P.S. Don't miss Lou Kimzey's two page article in the Nov. ‘78 issue of EASYRIDER,
on pages 26-27., Also, the ad from Texas ABATE on page 114 is from Paul Hendley,
not our group. Our membership records do not show that Paul Hendley has a member-

ship In ABATE of Texas. I went through approximately 500 memberships, and hls
name does not appear.
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