
Given the unsettled weather 
we’ve had so far this year, the swap 
meet that A.B.A.T.E. of Oregon 
normally holds in spring has been 
postponed until the lingering 
calm warmth of autumn. !at’s 
the spin we’re putting on it.

Yer crusty ol’ editor is not a 
spin doctor.

Real spin doctors get paid a lot 
more than nothing.

Yet it has fallen to c.o.e. 
to massage the keen 
disappointment experienced by 
state board members and chapter 
representatives upon learning 
that another swap meet has had 
to be canceled.

!at’s two in a row, folks.
Yer crusty ol’ editor used part 

of his remaining time on this 
planet to research the number 
of swap meet coordinators we’ve 
had from 2002 until 2014. Eight 
people in  a dozen years. (Part 
of that time, the position was 
vacant.)

Our present swap meet 
coordinator, Randy Phipps, 
stepped up to take on the swap 
meet duties because no one else 
out of our 1,986 members would 
volunteer to do the job. He relies 
on public transportation and has 
had health issues. Yet despite all 

that, he has been willing to do 
far more than younger, more 
energetic, healthy members of 
our organization.

Scolding hasn’t done any good.
It’s your turn to serve.
Folks who have done it before 

are here to show you how.

But it’s you who needs to gulp, 
take a deep shuddering nervous 
breath, then reach into the core 
of your very being to summon up 
the courage you need in order to 
step up and say, “I’ll do that job.”

-- Rot Path, c.o.e.

SWAP MEET

POSTPONED

UNTIL

12 OCTOBER 2014



In Oregon, A.B.A.T.E. stands for A Broth-
erhood Against Totalitarian Enactments, which 
isn’t nearly as subversive as it sounds. It means 
that we act as legislative watchdogs to help 
ensure that any legislation affecting motor-
cyclists is fair and that elected officials are 
fully informed regarding motorcycle issues.
• A.B.A.T.E. is a not-for-profit motorcycle 

organization devoted to raising member and 
public awareness about motorcycle issues 
and safety through education and commu-
nity involvement. We also raise money for 
organizations that represent motorcyclist’s 
concerns such as BikePAC.
• It doesn’t matter what brand of bike you 

ride. We are not a manufacturer-specific or-
ganization. All are welcome: bikes, trikes, on-
road or off, riders, passengers, or non-riders.
• You don’t have to ride a motorcycle to 

belong to A.B.A.T.E. Many of our members 
just enjoy being around motorcyclists. (We’re 
just that wonderful.) And they feel that the 
social and legislative issues we’re working 
with are important to their community.
So scan through our newspaper. If you like 

what you read, check out the chapter meet-
ing listing on the back cover. Drop in on a 
meeting and see what we’re about. You just 
might find a new family in A.B.A.T.E. And 
as Melinda says: “Bikers give great hugs.”

-- Rot Path,  crusty ol’ editor

Easyriders magazine editor Lou Kimzey 
issued a plea in issue #3, October 1971, for 
bikers to come together to fight impending 
restrictions from the National  Highway 
Transportation Safety Administration 
(N.H.T.S.A.) by joining a new national 
biker’s rights organization called the National 
Custom Cycle Association. But because of a 
conflict with the acronym, the name was 
changed in February 1972 to A Brotherhood 
Against Totalitarian Enactments. (A.B.A.T.E.)

Easyriders began granting state charters 
around 1974, and Keith Ball was the original 
national coordinator. The biggest threat 
was that the U.S. D.O.T. (Department of 
Transportation) was investigating ways to 
restrict modified or customized ‘’choppers’’ 
which they deemed unsafe, especially 
extended forks.

As the rights movement grew, Don Pittsley, 
a member of the Huns Motorcycle Club in 
Connecticut convinced his congressman, 
representative Stewart Mckinney, to 
introduce HR–3869 to end the federal 
authority to withhold highway funds from 
states without helmet requirements.

In July of 1975, Rob Rasor of the American 
Motorcyclist Association (A.M.A.), Ron 

Roloff of the M.M.A. of California, and 
Ed Armstrong from A.B.A.T.E. of Chicago 
presented the house sub-committee on 
surface transportation with convincing 
testimony to repeal the helmet mandates.

Later that year, with California being sued 
by the D.O.T. because governor Ronald 
Reagan refused to comply with the federal 
helmet requirement mandate, Roloff helped 
convince California senator Alan Cranston 
to offer the language of the bill as an 
amendment to the 1975 Federal Highway Act, 
which passed with overwhelming support 
from the California delegation because of 
the impending lawsuit, and was signed by 
president Gerald Ford on May 5, 1976.

Not bad for a rag tag bunch of bikers with 
little or no previous political ambitions.

As a result of our newfound political clout, 
motorcyclists have successfully approached 
congress twice over the past few years.

First to grant federal  protections against 
insurance discrimination based on mode 
of transportation because many companies 
were denying medical benefits to employees 
injured in motorcycle accidents.

Then, [in the 1998] session, motorcyclists 
united to put together a pro-active agenda for 

by Bill Bish  (A.B.A.T.E. of California ; executive coordinator, National Coalition of Motorcyclists)

“You have to know where you’ve been to know where you’re going!’’

bikers, and succeeded in lobbying it through 
congress.

So, there you have it.
The roots of A.B.A.T.E. and biker’s rights 

run deep in the hearts of those of us who have 
accepted and, in turn, passed on the torch of 
freedom of the road.

A A
Single entity. 

B BROTHERHOOD
The state of being a brother; an association of people of the same order; the mutual regard 
resulting from this association

A AGAINST
In contact with; opposite to; in opposition to; in preparation for; in exchange.

T TOTALITARIAN
Of or relating to a political regime based on subordination of the individual to the state 
and strict control of all aspects of the life and productive capacity of the nation by coercive 
measures.

E ENACTMENTS
To make into regulation; the passing of a bill into ordinence; a decree; a regulation.
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freedoms, and safe, responsible, fun 
riding through education. Welcomes 

all motorcyclists or motorcyclist 
enthusiasts in Oregon.

Oregon Motorcycle Riders 
Association, Inc. (O.M.R.A.)
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 March is upon us and before you 
know it summer will be here.

I personally am looking forward 
to getting the bike out and seeing 
this awesome state of ours as soon as 
mother nature allows.

 We all should be making 
preparations for getting back out 
on the roads. Now is the time to 
look over the bike and make sure 
everything is safe and good to go 
for the riding season ahead. Are the 
tires, brakes, cables, and electronics 
all good?""

 Now is the time to make sure we as 
riders are prepared to get on the bike 
again. Are we not only physically #t, 
but mentally prepared as well?

After spending all winter behind 
a windshield it is easy to become 
complacent and not be as aware of 
our surroundings as we should be. 
Does it usually take getting the crap 
scared out of you to get your mind 
back in two–wheel mode every year?

 Now is the time to get together 
with our riding partners and make 
plans for the coming year. Are"we all 
ready to ride in a group?

 Lots of things to think about, 
but could be fun events if you think 

about it. We can put on a shop night 
like a couple of chapters already do, 
and gather at a"garage or shop and do 
minor repairs and maintenance as a 
group. We can all get together for a 
riding class or clinic in the spring to 
help"get our skills and minds back up 
to speed. And of coarse we all need 
to educate everyone on the roads we 
ride on. !at includes car drivers. 
!ey also" are not" used to us being 
on the road,"so maybe some kind of 
community event to get the public 
aware of motorcycles again.

 All of these things are not just what 
we do and what we as A.B.A.T.E. are 
about, these are our responsibilities 
as riders and if we don’t" take these 
precautions seriously, we are asking 
for trouble because no one else is 
going to do it for us.

Ride safe.
Ride free.
Ride with respect.
 "
Respectfully,

Allan Nichols
• state coordinator
   A.B.A.T.E. of Oregon
• Oregon representative
  Motorcycle Riders Foundation

looking forward to another great 
year.

Remember this year is an election 
year. Please look at the issues that 
are important to you and vote 
accordingly, not just on party 
lines."And remember if we ever want 
to be able to ride without a bucket 
on our heads, we need Dr. No out 
as governor because he has stated 
he would never approve a helmet 
optional bill."Dr. No has to go. Vote 
early and vote often.

Bob Terrill
chapter coordinator

Greetings from Central Oregon,

Between the large amounts of 
snow, the large amounts of cinders 
spread on the roads, and now the 
quick melt with water running over 
the roads, riding is exceptionally 
poor right now. Now we are getting 
lots of rain. We need the rain to 
re#ll the reservoirs for irrigation next 
summer, but is keeping most of us 
o$ our bikes.

We are starting to put together"the 
plans for"this year’s runs and it looks 
to be a great year with some new 
o%cers to refresh and give new ideas 
to revitalize the chapter".

Big thanks to all the out-going 
o%cers for their hard work and 
contributions. Without their hard 
work we would not have had a 
successful year last year. We" are 



I hope everyone is enjoying the 
weather!

I know I’m su$ering from cabin 
fever. Oh well, this gives Hub City 
more time to plan for the Chilly Buns 
Run. We’ve been looking forward to 
the event, and by the time you read 
this article . . . we hope you enjoyed 
the Hub City-style of Don Nash’s 
original ride.

As we get into the new year, we 
have several new o%cers at the reigns 
for Hub City. It’s great to see those 
new faces alongside those who are 
continuing their roles from last year.

One of our returning o%cers is 
Bob !omas (public relations). In 
his role, Bob leads the e$ort for the 
Hub City billboards. !e billboards 
are one of our main focus areas for 
public awareness, education, and 
safety each year. Bob has already 

secured our slots with the billboard 
company and we are well on our way 
to presenting our theme this year, 
which is “distracted drivers”.

!e distracted drivers theme was 
one that hit close to home for our 
chapter and one of our beloved 
members. We are thankful that she 
survived the distracted driver. She 
will tell you that it was her training 
through Team Oregon that helped 
her react and manage through the 
incident to be able to walk away 
from it. 

Watch for our billboards in the 
May timeframe, as we coordinate 
their placement with Motorcycle 
Awareness Month.

Back to cabin fever. Once our 
weather improves, be sure to give 
your bike a well-deserved checkup 
after being cooped up in the garage. 
!is will ensure you are ready to 

enjoy those crisp winter riding days 
yet to come.

Keep the shiny side up,

Dolly



!is will be a short report as there 
is not much to report about.

Winter weather has kept us from 
riding much. Staying home, taking 
care of family matters."

We are still working on the #nal 
event dates for 2014. Sanctioning 
has been turned in, but a few dates 
might change in the next few weeks. 
We are still looking at other events 
around the state before we go to 
press on our &yers with #nal dates.  

!is Sunday [16 Feb] will be an 
S.O.S. committee meeting to make 
a #nal decision on that date and 
next week our swap meet committee 
will get together and make #nal 

arrangements.
We have sadly heard about the 

cancellation of Run–21. JoCo 
sympathizes with your decision. If 
the economy and general interest in 
these bigger events don’t pick up this 
year, other events may go the same 
way."

Looking forward to a great and 
wonderful 2014.

See you all down the road,

Karen Tolle
treasurer/secretary
Josephine County

Winter has come and gone again 
on the Oregon coast. What a surprise 
waking up to snow again this winter. 
!e coast seldom gets snow once a 
year, but we have had it twice this 
winter.

I’m sure everyone is polishing and 
tuning on their rides in anticipation 
of better weather.  

Jack, our state board representative, 
came back all #red up and wanting 
to get things going while trying to 
look calm. It’s hard for him to look 
calm though.

It was nice seeing John and Angie 
out again. It’s a long road to recovery 
after a crash, but they are working on 
it.  

We are setting up for a poker run 

in April. It would be nice to see some 
of you come over the hill for this. 
Some of our riders do make it to the 
Willamette valley for events when we 
can. Not having to work on Beaver 
Creek anymore, we are making it to 
more runs and events.  

Our members are enjoying the 
new format of the state newsletter. 
It is di$erent, yet gets the word out 
that things are happening. Rot Path 
you are awesome. It’s nice getting it 
before the end of the month so we are 
able to see what is coming up instead 
of taking notes and sticking them 
around to remind those of us who 
have passed the age of remembering 
it all.  

We do hope that you all are keeping 

warm and cozy. I do miss seeing all 
of you, but realize that health issues 
do exist for many of us. Stay healthy 
if you can and take care.

Until next month, we will hope for 
clear skies and not too much wind 
on the coast.

Keep the rubber side down and be 
safe,

Millie
secretary
Lincoln County A.B.A.T.E.



We had a very small meeting on 
this cold and inhospitable evening. 
!ere were eight people present. We 
talked about winter things and the 
future of good weather and lots of 
riding. 

!e 50/50 game was won by Lee 
at $12/12. He donated $7 back to 
the chapter. !anks, Lee."

!e membership game for $45 
was not held.

Ten of us met tonight with all in 
good spirits.

Folks are starting to feel some 
cabin (or is that garage) fever. Talk 
about long rides in short times.

We sent o$ some money to the 
state treasury.

!e 50/50 game was won by Brian 
at $11/10. He donated his share 
back to the chapter. !anks, Brian."

!e membership game for $40 
would have been won by John 
Huteson if he had been present. It 
will be $45 next time.

Shaggy correctly identi#ed the 
picture on the agenda as a 1910 FN 
410 cc, in-line four.



Hello from the North Coast,

Like the rest of Oregon, the north 
coast has been experiencing the 
rainless days that mother nature has 
extended us. I just wished she could 
have o$ered a rise in temperatures 
for those days. Most of us are still in 
hibernation up here.

Our transition from the old team 
to the new team of o%cer’s has gone 
smoothly and we are putting our 
heads down and preparing for the 
new year.

We have had our #rst bowling 
night this last month and we are 
working on setting up our North 
Coast A.B.A.T.E. booth for the 
Clatsop Classic Car Club swap meet 
at the Clatsop county fairgrounds on 
Saturday, March 8th.

Our Annual Spring Fever Run is 
coming up in April. See the &yer in 
the state newspaper.

Our Washington counterpart and 
sister chapter across the river, Paci!c 
County Chapter from A.B.A.T.E. of 
Washington is having their Pigout 
Charity Run Saturday, April 19th.

!ese are kick–o$ runs for us up 

here at the North Coast and we invite 
you to join us.

For information on North Coast 
A.B.A.T.E. activities, contact Don 
Kelly at: (503)–325–3566 or visit 
our web page at:
http://www.northcoastabate.com

!ank you and ride safe,

Don Kelly
coordinator
North Coast

Flag salute.
Moment of silence for fallen bikers 

and our soldiers #ghting abroad.
Discussed the Fossil Camp Out. 

Still need ticket booth people to 
man the booth. !e one person who 
had been manning it before will no 
longer be doing it, as he did it alone, 
with no relief!

Discussed the need for three 
people to run the espresso booth. 
Barista types who know what they 
are doing. !ey will get free camp 
admissions.

Decided that we will cover the 
expense of bringing copies of the 
&yer and maps to the board meeting 
for each of the chapters, to make 
copies for their own areas to cover, 
and any events their members may 
be going to attend.

Decided to furnish Gene Mortimer 
with 50 &yers, maps, and 25 posters 
for his attendance at Clatskinine.

Discovered that many members 
had not received their membership 
cards and will be asking why.

I explained the improvements of 
the camp grounds at Bear Hollow 
and the debt owed to both Howie 
and Gene for the many hours they’ve 
put in.

Also talked of the potential of the 
race track for ATVs and scramble 
bikes. God knows we desperately 
need new blood in A.B.A.T.E. We 
are all working, including Gene and 
others, to #nd a promoter to put up 
the insurance and run the track. !e 
town is all for it. It is just a couple 
of blocks from #rst street, where the 
bike show is held. We are hoping 
that this is held on a Sunday, and 
along with the bands playing then, 
A.B.A.T.E. will have more staying 
through until Monday, and bring 
in some new vendors, geared for the 
track users, and day pass people.

Meeting ended and we all went 
home with hope,

Lynn DeSpain
coordinator
Salem Chapter
A.B.A.T.E.



less burned out people will become.
When there are issues that need to 

be voted on, the majority of people 
aren’t having any input since they 
aren’t attending the meetings.

Hopefully everyone is reading the 
on-line state newspaper articles and 
checking the chapter web site or 
you could be missing out on some 
important chapter issues.

Denise Darneille
chapter secretary
WaCo

Well, this last week has certainly 
not been riding weather here in our 
area.  Hopefully everyone navigated 
the snow and ice safely!  

I am going to get on my soapbox 
just a little and complain about 
the fact that WaCo’s membership 
is dropping just like a lot of other 
chapters. I have di%culty with a 
nearly 200 person membership 
and we are lucky on normal nights 
to have 15-20 people attending 
meetings. !e o%cers attend these 
meetings each time and when it 
comes time to be involved with runs 
and events, it’s always the same few 
people doing all the work.

I have been involved in enough 
groups to know this is usually what 
happens, but nothing changes 
for the better if new people aren’t 
willing to step up and get involved. 
!e more people we have helping, 
the smoother things will run and the 



Ciddici's Pizza–– Albany, Oregon )

Call to order,welcome: !e 
meeting was called to order by  Allan 
Nichols at 12:05 p.m. with nine 
of twelve chapters represented. All 
chapters present were eligible to vote.

Absent, unexcused: Douglas 
County.

Excused Chapters:  Jackson County, 
Central Oregon.

Pledge of allegiance: Led by 
Randy Phipps (Sergeant-at-arms–
north).

Moment of silence: For downed 
brothers, sisters and service men, 
women. 

Guests and !rst time attendees:  
Darren and Barb Tuers.

Reading, approval of minutes: 
Any corrections? 

Motion made by Randy (Southeast 
Portland Chapter) to adopt January 
minutes as printed in the February 
state newsletter/paper.

Seconded by Lynn DeSpain (Salem 
Chapter).

Motion passed by voice vote.

• Tabled motion from October 
planning session concerning on-
going change to sanctioning 
guidelines:

Motion made by Bob Terrill 
(Central Oregon Chapter), seconded 
Brian Stovall (River City Chapter):  

“Every chapter submit their list 
of runs for the following year with 
estimated attendance to the sanctioning 
o"cer by or at the December state board 
of directors meeting. If any runs are 
submitted after that date the chapter 
submitting the run will be required 
to pay any additional costs above the 
sanctioning fee.”

Motion originally tabled until 
December state board of directors in 
accordance with A.B.A.T.E. by-laws 
and operational procedures.

Passed 9-0.

Coordinator’s comments:  Allan 
Nichols wanted to request that all 
o%cers please keep the organization 
in mind when their term is over. Pass 
along all equipment and help train 
new o%cers for the position. We are 
only as good as our weakest link and 

if we are constantly starting from 
scratch, we can never learn to be a 
better, more e%cient team. 

Secretary report and 
correspondence:  Laura Botkin 
reported  no correspondence.

Vice-coordinator (north): Paul 
Hering stated that he will be making 
chapter meetings soon. 

Vice-coordinator (south): Terry 
Nugent < Absent >

Vice-coordinator (east): Rick 
Prentice was able to acquire used 
poles up to 50 foot long and along 
with help from Gene and others 
from River City Chapter was able 
to get them to Bear Hollow near 
Fossil. !ey will be turned into a 
semi-permanent roof for the stage. 
He is requesting help though and 
will bring more information to the 
next state board of directors meeting. 
If you are interested in helping out, 
please contact Rick or Allan. 

Treasurer: Karen Tolle  reported 
the following account totals: 

Checking account $8,114.41
Savings account    $3,506.60 
PayPal              $200.00
• Kay prepared the usual pro#t and 

loss report and copies were handed 
out to all chapters. Karen received 
the treasurer’s computer and all the 
#les today. In the future, in addition 
to the pro#t and loss report, Karen 
would like to present to the chapters 
the expenses and the income for the 
month since the P&L is accumulated.  
!is would give the chapters a better 
idea of exactly where the money is 

coming from and where it is going.
• Rick presented a check from 

River City Chapter from pro#ts of 
their candy sale for the amount of 
384.93. 

• Karen said that Josephine County 
Chapter donated $500 to the state.

Membership secretary: Veta 
Holscher reported that we have 
1,313 members.

• Veta also said she has been 
working with American Life and our 
accidental death policy has gone up 
to $4,000. 

• She also had an idea about an 
A.B.A.T.E. &yer that would be similar 
to the doorknob &yers we always 
get on our front doors, but ours 
would hang from motorcycle handle 
bars. !e idea was well received by 
everyone. 

• Renewal notices will be going 
out by Tuesday.

Sanctioning o"cer: Robert Terrill 
< Excused >

Due to the date change and prior 
obligations, I can not attend today’s 
meeting. I had someone lined up to 
cover for me, but they backed out 
last second.

Robert reports that insurance is up 
and running. 

• Lower Columbia Chapter’s Crab 
Feed insurance certi#cate sent. 

• !e other events I have received 
I will start getting certi#cates out 
shortly.

• I still have not received 
sanctioning paperwork for Hub City 
Chilly Buns Run and need that as 

soon as possible. 
• Karen Tolle requested a list of 

dates for every event that has been 
submitted so we all know what 
events are going on.

State auditor: Cindy Witmer 
reported that she was having issues 
transferring from Quicken to Quick 
Books every month. It was suggested 
that everyone go to Quick Books, but 
the question of price came up. So she 
will research waiting until the end of 
the year to transfer information to 
Quick Books.

If any treasurers would like to fax 
their information, the fax phone 
number is:  (360)–414–3299

Newsletter/paper editor: Rot Path 
stated that there were no reports from 
Central Oregon, Douglas County, 
Jackson County, Lower Columbia, or 
Southeast Portland chapters.

• Even though we are doing an on-
line newspaper, the deadline is still 
the 10th of each month.

• Rot Path wanted to remind 
everyone that if you do not turn 
in a report for three months, your 
chapter will not be eligible to vote.

• If any chapters are planning to 
do any events during May Motorcycle 
Awareness month, now is the time to 
get the information out there.

• In closing Rot Path asked if 
anyone else has noticed that governor 
Kitzhaber looked tired?

Legislative director: Paula Leslie 
stated that BikePAC had narrowed 
their focus to #ve main issues and 
put them in a questionnaire. 

• She met with Bruce Ku$ and he 
accepted an invitation to come speak 
at the May Motorcycle Awareness 
Rally.

• Allan will meet with Tim Carr. 
Meetings with other candidates will 
be set up soon.

• !e voter guide will be posted 



on-line as information comes in. 
• Looking into legislation for 2014 

to address the issue of motorists 
violating right-of-way for other 
motorists and not being issued a 
citation. (!e Milkman Mike Bill.)

• Paula has found a lobbyist who 
is willing to help us with our lane 
sharing bill.

Sergeant-at-arms (north): Randy 
Phipps had nothing to report.

Sergeant-at-arms (south): Lance 
Tolle reports that the southern 
Oregon swap meet is in April.

• Southern Oregon’s May 
Motorcycle Awareness Rally will be 
at the Josephine county courthouse, 
same time as last year. [Noon until 
2 p.m.]

Sergeant-at-arms (east): < Vacant 
>

Products director: Councilman 
Dave Meeker was holding a ra'e for 
a small sword. Tickets contributions 
are $1 or six for $5.

• Dave will not be able to make it 
to Fossil and asked for volunteers to 
help with the merchandise there.

Education director: < Vacant >
Public relations director: < 

Vacant >
State run coordinator (Fossil ): 

Lynn DeSpain reported that Fossil 
shirts are taken care of. No pre-
orders, pay as you go, made on-site. 
We ordered 700 shirts and what’s left 
over will roll over to next year.

• Band contracts are done, sound 
equipment contracts are done.

• Lynn has the copy of the map 
and &yers and will be sending them 
to the chapters to make copies and 
distribute them.

• He is also going to check on 
getting tickets made as no Fossil 
tickets have been printed yet.

• Lynn has asked for volunteers to 
haul the trash cans to Fossil, people to 
work the admission booth, emptying 
trash cans a couple times a day, and 
someone to work a barista booth 
(espresso).

• He has requested that all 
sergeant-at-arms attend and help 
with security. 

• !e city of Fossil is having a bike 
show and scavenger hunt. !ey will 
be held in town, as usual. 

• Trophies are being made for the 

di$erent events.
• It was suggested to Lynn that he 

change the wording from “RV sites”, 
which suggests there will be hook 
ups and water to “RV parking only”.

State swap meet coordinator: 
Randy Phipps reported that after 
discussions with the Troutdale site 
fell through and not getting any 
vendors to respond and commit, 
Randy suggested that the spring 
swap meet be canceled and that we 
focus our e$orts on the fall swap 
meet.

• After much discussion a motion 
was made by Paul (Washington 
County Chapter), seconded by Rick 
(River City Chapter) to cancel the 
spring swap meet.

Motion passed 8-0-1.
• Fall swap meet will be one-day 

event on Sunday, 12 October 2014.
• It was noted that we are making 

it harder on ourselves by not having 
a swap meet, but everyone agreed 
that without proper advertising and 
a good location, we would be setting 
ourselves up for failure and we are 
not #nancially strong enough for 
that.

Historian:  Teresa Hepker < 
Excused > Teresa is still waiting 
for the records and #les that were 
previously in the state connex to 
be returned to A.B.A.T.E. Allan 
has been in contact with previous 
o%cers and will get them back as 
soon as we can get an enclosed trailer 
to retrieve them. Currently looking 
for members that may have access to 
a trailer. 

Web page editor: Carl Earl < 
Excused >

Quartermaster: Paul Hering 
stated that we are in possession of 
the canopy for the stage, but it has 
been in the weather since Run–21. 
!e top will need to be professionally 
dried and cleaned. Paul said that he 
would be able to hang and clean the 

side panels at his shop though.
• !e state stage is at Allan’s house, 

but needs to be moved. If there are no 
chapters that want to take possession 
of it, we need to decide what to 
do with it. !ere was discussion of 
selling it to another organization.

• Paul reminded us that we owed 
for 2014 rent on the Connex 48 
foot trailer storage. Karen will get 
together with Paul on this.

• It was discussed whether or not 
we really need the Connex. Most 
of our equipment / supplies #t into 
the smaller enclosed trailer. Paul and 
Allan will look into this and report 
next month.

A.B.A.T.E.’s BikePAC 
representative:  Brian Stoval < 
Excused >

Brian attended the BikePAC 
meeting in February, but hopes Don 
and Paula will have more to report 
on this.

• To Cindy (Lower Columbia 
Chapter), the BikePAC secretary has 
no record of receiving a check, but 
Brian said he will search further and 
report back. 

M.R.F. representative:  Allan 
Nichols reports that Washington 
D.C. is back in full swing again. 
!e transportation committee is 
discussing the highway bill and are 
#guring out that we don’t have the 
money. ( lol )

• !ree more states are trying to 
pass helmet bills. More are pursuing 
red light bills that would allow 
motorcycles to proceed when a red 
light fails to turn. 

• CDC responded to letter sent to 
them asking that they concentrate 
on diseases and viruses while leaving 
the issues of motorcycle apparel to 
the departments that are responsible 
for those issues. !ey more or less 
said “no”. 

• No Beast of the East this year 
because the M.R.F. will be going to 

alternate years for Beast of the East 
and Best of the West. 

• Meeting of the Minds will continue 
to be held annually. !is year’s event 
will be in Kansas City, Missouri on 
28 September.

• Best of the West will be June 6th 
through 8th in Frisco, Colorado. ( 
About 45 miles west of Denver.)

Confederation of Clubs 
representative:  < Vacant >

• State o"cer vacancies:
– Education director
– Public relations
– Sergeant-at-arms (east)

• Budget committee report:
Goal of the committee is to set a 

budget and to set priorities for the 
year.

Committee met at about 11:15 
a.m., prior to the state board of 
directors meeting on 15 February 
2014."

!ere was some discussion of ways 
to make money.

Laura brought up the possibility 
of having a chili cook-o$ at the 
swap meet.  Chili cook-o$s are very 
popular and would bring visitors 
who might not usually come to a 
motorcycle swap meet. !ere could 
be an auction as well as donation 
drawings and door prizes. We could 
solicit prizes from motorcycle shops 
all over the state.  !is is a good idea, 
but feasibility would partly depend 
on where we hold the swap meet 
and having a committee who would 
organize it.

We need to #nd out if the ads in 
the newspaper could be made to 
pay for the newspaper. Rot Path 
believes that the current ads we have 
are priced for the current market. 
Classi#ed ads are o$ered to members 
for free for three months.  !e easiest 
ads for him to place in the paper are 
the business card size.  He has more 
&exibility for placement.

Lynn mentioned that his chapter 
is working with a local scooter shop 
to host a poker run with them. !is 
will help promote A.B.A.T.E. to 
the scooter riders. Other chapters 
should look for other riders to work 
with to do events. !is will promote 
A.B.A.T.E. to other groups. In the 
long run, the results might result in 



c.o.e.’s web site
( such as it is )

http://www.
otoolevideomagic/
RotPath/

Contacting yer crusty ol’ editor:
Phone: (503)–838–6893 (Polk county)
E-mail:  news@abateoforegon.net
Mail: A.B.A.T.E. of Oregon, Inc.
   att. newspaper editor
         P.O. box 4504
         Portland, Oregon  97208
Note: Photos and copy-ready artwork should 
be stiffened with cardboard to prevent folding, 
spindling, or mutilating. Include a self-stamped 
addressed envelope if you want your material 
returned. (Otherwise the c.o.e. has a woodstove 
and your unclaimed contributions may end up 
keeping his toes warm.)

Rot Path
crusty ol’ editor
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Back in the late twentieth century 
(oldarian fartus era) when yer crusty 
ol’ editor had a di$erent life &ying 
around in military aircraft, we 
always thoroughly inspected our 
valiant four-banger before hurtling 
our #ne selves skyward. We wanted 
to make certain that nothing would 
break down while droning around 
above the planet because there just 
aren’t any places to pull over up 
there. !e only exceptions were hot 
turn arounds where a fresh crew 
took a returning aircraft back out, 
cross-county missions that landed 
to drop o$ or pick up passengers, or 
refueling stops. (Gas-and-go.) Even 
then, a pilot or second mech usually 
got out to look for leaks or count the 
number of engines before kicking 
the tires and lighting the #res.

Back on our planet-bound world, 
cages and pickups can generally be 
driven without daily inspections so 
long as they are regularly serviced. 
If something breaks down, we can 
normally pull over to the side of 
the road, raise the hood to stare 
thoughtfully at the engine until a 
service truck comes along to change 
the &at tire.

Motorcycles tend to fall between 
the extremes of aircraft and cages, 
leaning somewhat more towards the 
airborne way of doing things.

Since motorcycle riders are close 
to the earth and out there in the 
wind, any mechanical problems tend 
to be magni#ed in deadliness. !at’s 
why it is so important to carefully 

look one’s machine over before the 
#rst ride of a day. We are fortunate in 
that regard because many bikes have 
everything out where they can be 
easily inspected at a glance without 
opening or removing panels.

Most of us would prefer spending 
our time enjoying a ride rather than 
brie&y wondering who will win an 
upcoming contest between planet 
and person.

Go ahead –– count those tires 
before you light that #re.

Four Little Words
It is whispers in politics that can 

have the greatest impact on elections, 
legislation, or reputations.

A few years ago there was a Doctor 
Who episode that demonstrated that 
point when the Doctor was faced with 
a political leader who’s unrepentant 
actions the Doctor disagreed with 
most stridently. !e politician planned 
to sweep into power, continuing a 
dangerous course that would ultimately 
doom the human race. !e Doctor 
warned her that he could bring about 
her defeat with four little words, but she 
refused to back down, so he whispered 
the words into a journalist’s ear. She was 
soundly defeated in the next election 
and kicked out of o%ce.

What were the words?
“Doesn’t she look tired ?”
Whispers between voters, among 

legislators between daily sessions, or by 
special interest groups with agendas. 
!ese all can alter the perception of how 
candidates, bills, or groups are viewed 
and can seriously change action on their 
issues of concern.

For years, A.B.A.T.E. of Oregon and 
BikePAC have su$ered setbacks in our 
unpaid grassroots legislative e$orts 
because well-heeled special interest 
groups have whispered that we are 
“those anti-helmet bikers” and that we 
ride “doner-cycles.”

Never mind that the statement simply 
isn’t true. It’s enough to cause doubts in 
uninformed people’s minds.

Perhaps it’s our turn to whisper.
“Doesn’t the governor look tired? And 

senate president ?”

We can never be certain where 
legislation will occur that will a$ect 
motorcycling.

Case-in-point is the U.S. 2014 
Agricultural Act signed into e$ect in 
early February.

Why and how could a bill about 
farming have anything to do with riding 
a motorcycle ?

In the crazy world of interdependent 
politics, corn produced by U.S. farmers 
has been increasingly applied to distill 
alcohol used to create “blended” 
gasoline, a fuel containing ten per cent 
alcohol. (E-10)

In theory, such blended fuels save 
the U.S. incredible amounts of gasoline 
while lowering production costs. (A 
savings not really seen at the pumps by 
consumers.)

In practice, alcohol in fuels 
absorbs water and corrodes fuel 
system components that haven’t been 
speci#cally designed or modi#ed to 
work with alcohol. (Vintage  or air-
cooled engines.) It burns hotter, making 
such engines overheat. And it lowers 
fuel milage, calling into question just 
how much crude oil it actually saves the 

U.S.
Recently the U.S. Environmental 

Protection Agency (E.P.A.) decided that if 
ten per cent alcohol in our fuels was good 
for the environment, then #fteen per 
cent would be even better. So without 
bothering to perform full testing on 
all types of vehicles a$ected by such a 
change, the E.P.A. declared that the use 
of E-15 would become mandatory at 
a set date. !ey even redirected Rural 
Energy for America Program (R.E.A.P.) 
grant funds into subsidies for buying 
new blender pumps so gas stations 
could sell E-15.

Trouble was, E-10 was already causing 
problems in motorcycle, o$-road, 
motorboat, and lawnmower engines. 
(Among others.)

Manufacturers were &at out telling 
people that the use of E-15 in their 
products would void engine warranties.

It took massive amounts of grass roots 
activism by motorcyclists and others to 
get the introduction of E-15 postponed 
while more comprehensive testing is 
performed.

!e recently signed agricultural act 
takes away the blender pump subsidy 
and restores R.E.A.P. grant funds to 
their intended purpose. !e political 
action gives motorcycle riders and 
others some breathing room.

!is saga demonstrates that 
motorcyclists must be vigilant for 
threats to our freedoms coming from 
unexpected quarters.

We must pay attention to various 
bills winding their way through local, 
regional, or state legislative assemblies. 
It takes all of us looking to catch those 
little items buried in bills that could 
adversely a$ect us.

Keep watching. 
You could have a Paul Revere 

moment.
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!e United States senate is 
addressing privacy concerns 
surrounding data event recorders in 
automobiles. Event Data Recorders 
(E.D.R.s), commonly known as 
“black boxes” are almost always 
standard equipment in all new cars 
and pickups. !ey record everything 
the vehicle is doing, or not doing at 
the time of a collision or other on-
road mishap. !e boxes can record 
everything from speed and vehicle 
angle, to seat-belt use.

U.S. senators John Hoeven (R-
ND) and Amy Klobuchar (D-MN) 
have introduced legislation, S–1925, 
to make the data recorder the sole 
property of the vehicle owner. 
Anyone else would need a subpoena 

to access the data. !e data would 
also be available should the vehicle 
owner consent to data retrieval or for 
tra%c safety research.

“Technology is advancing at an 
unprecedented pace and that poses 
new risks to personal privacy and 
new concerns for the public,” senator 
Hoeven said. “While E.D.R.s can 
serve a useful function by helping 
to make cars and streets safer, access 
to the data should be treated as 
personal except under very speci!c 
circumstances. Our bill makes clear 
what those circumstances are and helps 
to ensure that government and other 
entities respect the fourth amendment 
rights of Americans.”

!e senate legislation is similar to 

the bill currently being worked on 
by the U.S. house of representatives, 
HR–2414. 

!e Motorcycle Riders Foundation 
supports both pieces of legislation 
and encourages you to contact your 
elected o%cials in the house and 
senate and ask them to co-sponsor 
these important bills.

!e Motorcycle Riders Foundation 
reports that the United States house 
of representatives has passed a bill 
that would end a federal subsidy for 
biofuel blender pumps in rural areas. 
!e measure passed by a vote of 251-

166 and costs the U.S. taxpayers 
$956.4 billion.

!e senate is expected to vote on 
the matter next week and there is 
little that those in support of the 
subsidies can do to reinstate the 
money. President Obama is expected 
to sign the legislation into e$ect.

Putting an end to these subsides 
will likely result in less biofuel 
blender pumps in the market place 
and therefore less E-15 fuel.

!e M.R.F. supports the removal of 
E-15 from the market until thorough, 
scienti#c study is conducted on the 

Washington, D.C.: On January 
14th, U.S. senators John Hoeven 
(R-ND) and Amy Klobuchar 
(D-Minn.) introduced S–1925, the 
Driver Privacy Act.

!e bill would codify that 
information collected by an event 
data recorder (E.D.R.), commonly 
referred to as a “black box”, would 
be the legal property of the person 
who owns or leases a passenger 
motor vehicle.

However, as currently written, 
the bill provides privacy protections 
only for vehicles that are speci#cally 
mentioned in the code of federal 
regulations 49, section 563. !is 
section does not include any 
reference to motorcycles. As a 
result, the privacy protections 
o$ered to operators of passenger 
motor vehicles would not extend to 
motorcyclists and all information 
collected from motorcyclists would 
remain unprotected.

!e American Motorcyclist 
Association (A.M.A.) supports 
clarifying who owns the data 
collected in black boxes.

Currently only fourteen states have 
regulations relating to ownership of 
data in an event data recorder. While 
E.D.R.s are not currently required for 
motorcycles, the National Highway 
Tra"c Safety Administration requires 
all passenger cars, multipurpose 
passenger vehicles, trucks, and buses 
to be equipped with a black box. !e 
A.M.A. believes it is only a matter of 
time before this mandate extends to 
motorcycles.

!e A.M.A. fully supports 
extending the provisions in S–1925 
to motorcyclists, in much the same 
manner that the U.S. house of 
representatives’ bipartisan HR–2414, 
the Black Box Privacy Protection Act 
(which the A.M.A. supports), does.

Please contact your senators 
today and urge them to protect 
motorcyclists’ rights.

Annapolis, Maryland: House 
bill 277, sponsored by delegate 
Justin Ready (R-Westminster), 
would prohibit the state or a local 
jurisdiction from imposing or 
levying a vehicle-miles-traveled tax."  

It would also prohibit requiring the 
installation of a device in or on a 
privately owned vehicle to facilitate 
the reporting of the number of 
vehicle-miles traveled.

"
St. Paul, Minnesota: House #le 

2017, sponsored by representative 
Brian Johnson (R-Cambridge), 
would establish strict standards for 
the use of data collected by a motor 
vehicle event data recorder. !e bill 
declares the data recorded on an 
event data recorder (E.D.R.) is the 
personal data of the motor vehicle’s 
owner and shall not be downloaded 
or retrieved by a person who is not 
the owner, with several exceptions.

Jackson, Mississippi: Senate bill 
2400, sponsored by senator Chris 
Massey (R-Nesbit), would permit 
a motorcyclist at an intersection 
controlled by a tra%c-actuated signal 
to proceed with due caution through 
the intersection, after coming to a 
full and complete stop and exercising 
due care, if the operator believes the 
detection device didn’t recognize the 
motorcycle.

Je!erson City, Missouri: House 
bill 1368, sponsored by representative 
Kurt Bahr (R-O’Fallon), would 
prohibit any global positioning 
system or other technology that 
identi#es and records a person’s 
location to be used to monitor 

mileage traveled by any motor vehicle 
on any road, highway, or street in the 
state for the purpose of imposing any 
tax on the mileage traveled.

Columbus, Ohio: House bill 406, 
sponsored by representative Doug 
Green (R-Mt. Orab), would create 
a motorcycle road guard training 
and certi#cation program to allow 
quali#ed individuals to function as 
tra%c controllers while escorting a 
motorcycle group ride under certain 
conditions.

"
Olympia, Washington: House bill 

2325, sponsored by representatives 
Shea, Taylor, Overstreet, Reykdal, 
Short, Scott, and Condotta would 
exempt motorcycle, scooter and 
moped owners from having to pay 
the motor vehicle weight fee when 
the vehicles registration is renewed. 
!is fee reduction is intended to 
provide an incentive to use a mode 
of transportation that will have less 
impact on the roadways and the 
environment.

Also, senate bill 6256/house bill 
2494, would establish a motorcycle 
road guard certi#cate program. 
Upon successful completion of the 
program, the certi#cate holder may 
direct motorcycles within a group 
ride or other vehicle tra%c a$ected 
by the group ride to stop until it is 
safe to proceed or to operate contrary 
to tra%c control signals.



e$ects of the higher blend on the 
entire power train, not just the tail 
pipe emissions.

!e Centers for Disease Control 
(C.D.C.) have responded to the 
congressional letter sent by long time 
motorcycle advocate and M.R.F. 
champion Tomas Petri (R-WI). !e 
letter asked the C.D.C. to focus 
on areas relative to their expertise 
and not involve themselves in any 
way with motorcycle safety. Petri 
was joined by fellow congressmen 
Sensenbrenner (R-WI), Davis (R-
IL), Runyan (R-NJ), Harris (R-MD), 
Ribble (R-WI), Gri%n (R-AR), 
Walberg (R-MI), Kline (R-MN), 
Paulsen (R-MN), and Peterson (R-
MN).

!e letter also asked the C.D.C. 
to leave motorcycle safety to the 
relevant federal agencies such as 
National Highway Tra"c Safety 
Administration and the Department 
of Transportation.

!e C.D.C. response is predictable 
government product. Motor vehicle 
crashes are the leading cause of death 
in the #rst thirty years of human 
life and “how the C.D.C. is uniquely 
positioned as the nation’s public health 
protection agency to ensure the most 
current science is available to keep 
people safe.”

According to the C.D.C., 41% of 
all motorcycle operators who died 
in 2010 were not wearing a helmet. 
!at means the majority of those 
who died in 2010 were wearing a 
helmet. 59% or most of the people 
who died in 2010 were helmeted, 
not exactly a ringing endorsement 

for the life-saving ability of helmets.
!e C.D.C. goes on to claim “they 

are addressing motorcycle safety in the 
same manner as other public health 
issues, such as heart disease, asthma, 
and cancer. We de!ne the problem, 
identify the risk factors, and assess 
prevention strategies.”

!e Motorcycle Riders Foundation 
feels prevention strategies are the best 
way to save lives as well, by preventing 
the crash from ever happening.

In multiple conversations between 
the M.R.F. and the C.D.C., it has 
been clear that the C.D.C. has no 
interest in rider education and 
repeatedly made it clear that rider 
education programs and motorist 
motorcycle awareness campaigns 
play no part in the prevention of 
crashes. So prevention strategies 
for the C.D.C. are simply to pass 
mandatory helmet requirements in 
each state, while ignoring every other 
proven life-saving strategies.

!e letter also attempts to insert 
itself with the other government 
agencies and how they all need to 
work together to keep everybody 
safer.

It is unlikely that we will sway 
the views of the C.D.C. to a 
more comprehensive approach to 
motorcycle safety. Its reasons like this 
that we as a motorcycle community 
need to stay involved and united.

!e M.R.F. thanks A.B.A.T.E. of 
Wisconsin for their relationship with 
congressman Petri through out the 
years.

Recently the National Transportation 
Safety Board (N.T.S.B.) released its 
annual list of top ten most wanted 

safety improvements. !e most 
wanted list represents the N.T.S.B.’s 
advocacy priorities. It is designed to 
increase awareness of and support 
for the most critical changes needed 
to reduce transportation crashes and 
save lives.

!is year’s list contains: 
• Address unique characteristics of 

helicopter operations
• Advance passenger vessel safety
• Eliminate distraction in trans-

portation
• Eliminate substance-impaired 

driving
• Enhance pipeline safety
• Improve #re safety in trans-

portation
• General aviation: identify and 

communicate hazardous weather
• Implement positive train control 

systems
• Promote operational safety in rail 

mass transit
• Strengthen occupant protection 

in transportation
Motorcycles did not make the 

immediate list, but the N.T.S.B. 
did reference motorcycle helmet 
regulation deeper in the text of the 
explanation of one of the ten bullets.

Under the “Strengthen Occupant 
Protection in Transportation” 
heading, the N.T.S.B. recycles 
some tired old numbers from the 
National Highway Tra"c Safety 
Administration.

According to the N.T.S.B., 
motorcyclists are considered 
“occupants”, which is a serious stretch 
of the de#nition of the word and 
a crafty way to address motorcycle 
safety. !e M.R.F. has always urged 
the N.T.S.B. and all other federal 
agencies that they should focus on 
crash prevention rather than safer 

crashing.
“Using such a singular approach 

to motorcycle safety is not the best 
way to save lives”, said Je$ Hennie, 
M.R.F. vice president of government 
relations and public a$airs. He 
continued, “#e N.T.S.B. has just 
taken a giant step back from their last 
attempt to address motorcycle safety in 
2011, which included both voluntary 
helmet use and rider education as 
equal components.”

!e fact is the motorcycle fatalities 
have dropped almost 20% nationwide 
since 2008, and at the same time we 
have seen the relaxing of mandatory 
helmet requirements along with 
a steady increase in motorcycle 
licensing and registrations.

!e chairperson of the N.T.S.B., 
Debra Hersman, has taken a 
motorcycle safety class and has not 
ridden since, to the best of our 
knowledge. She is the person who 
originally spearheaded the N.T.S.B.’s 
involvement with motorcycle safety 
when she planned the two-day 
motorcycle forum at the N.T.S.B. 
in 2006, in which the M.R.F. 
participated. It’s likely that she will 
continue to use her in&uence with 
the agency to keep motorcycling on 
or near the N.T.S.B. top ten list.



more frequently.
 

!e city of Chicago is turning 
a deaf ear to loud motorcycles, so 
much so that that an alderman has 
proposed a ten-fold increase in #nes 
for violators, those who change 
their mu'ers to make them louder, 
according to DNAInfo Chicago.

!e alderman is calling it a quality 
of life issue, and his proposal would 
increase the maximum #ne for 
violations from $100 to $1,000.

 

A young Georgia man was riding 
his motorcycle to the gym during 
rush hour when a Richmond county 
deputy may have broke department 
policy and gave chase over invalid 
plates, ending in a fatal crash.

!e deputy was also on a 
motorcycle, a vehicle that, because 
of the risk involved, is “strongly 
discouraged” from initiating or 
participating in chases in Richmond 
and Columbia counties unless 
extenuating circumstances exist, 
policy states.

According to policy, deputies 
are justi#ed in beginning a chase 
even when the only information 
available is that the suspect hasn’t 
stopped as ordered, but after a 
chase has started, policy states 
that deputies must continuously 
evaluate the circumstances, such as 
the initial reason for the pursuit, 
tra%c and weather conditions, 
time of day, direction of travel, 
the possible consequences, and 
most importantly, the safety of the 
public, the deputy, and other law 
enforcement personnel.

“Pursuits may continue if there 
are reasonable grounds to believe the 
suspect presents a clear and immediate 
threat to the safety of others or if the 
suspect has committed or is attempting 
to commit a forcible felony,” policy 
states.

!e family is considering legal 
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Navigant Research recently released 
a report titled Electric Vehicles: 10 
Predictions for 2014 in which it is 
estimated that 700,000 plug-in 
vehicles will be on the road around 
the world by the end of this year.

!e given justi#cations? 
Rebounding economies, better 
products, battery prices that have 
come down providing competitive 
price points for e-motorcycles, a 
large potential clientele that has 
already had a positive electric 
experience via e-bicycles, e-scooters, 
and e-mopeds.

 

!e old adage that you never 
see a motorcycle parked outside 
the psychiatrist’s o%ce may prove 
more insightful than previously 
considered, as a new study reveals 
that the key to happiness for the 
better half of U.S. is a bike key!

!e Harley-Davidson Female Riders 
Survey, conducted by a leading global 
insights #rm and commissioned 
by the Harley-Davidson Motor 
Company, shows that women who 
ride their own motorcycles are 
noticeably happier, sexier, and more 
con#dent than women who don’t 
ride.  After interviewing 1,013 adult 
female riders and 1,016 adult female 
non-riders, the #ndings make it 
clear that riding a motorcycle greatly 
improves a woman’s feelings of 
overall self-worth.

• More than twice as many always 
feel happy.
(37% of riders vs. 16% of non-
riders)

• Nearly four times as many always 
feel sexy.
(27% of riders vs. 7% of non-
riders)

• Nearly twice as many always feel 
con#dent.
(35% of riders vs. 18% of non-
riders)

More than half (53%) of women 
who ride cite their motorcycle as a 
key source of happiness, according 
to the #ndings, and nearly three in 
four (74%) believe their lives have 
improved since they started riding.

When it comes to romance, 
the market research collected by 
Kelton Global also shows riding can 
improve relationships, as female 
motorcyclists are more content than 
non-riders with:

• Communication with their 
signi#cant other.
(60% of riders vs. 38% of non-
riders)

• Physical intimacy.
(51% of riders vs. 35% of non-
riders)

More and more women are, in 
fact, riding. A 2012 study by the 
Motorcycle Industry Council found 
that women accounted for 12% of 
U.S. motorcyclists, up from 10.5% 
in 2009.

Milwaukee-based Harley-Davidson 
is selling more motorcycles to 
women than all their competitors 
combined, according to Claudia 
Garber, director of women’s outreach 
for Harley-Davidson.

 

Pennsylvanians who perpetually 
renew their motorcyclist permits 
to avoid having to take the state’s 
motorcycle safety course will soon 
have their strategy derailed, as a new 
regulation will limit the number of 
times a motorcycle rider can reapply 
for a learner’s permit to three times 
in a #ve-year period.

Representative Seth Grove 
(R-Dover), author of house bill 892, 
said some riders have been treating 
permits like actual licenses since 
current regulations allows them to 
reapply for a permit every year.

“Permits are temporary and their 
purpose is to get riders to obtain full 
driver’s licenses,” said representative 
Grove. “#is legislation will enable 
riders to learn properly while pushing 
them to actually get their motorcycle 
licenses.”

Under current regulations, a 
permit is valid for one year, but some 
motorcyclists apply for it year after 
year so they are never required to take 
the safety course that’s required to 
receive the full four-year license, said 
Charles Umbenhauer, spokesman 

for A.B.A.T.E. of Pennsylvania, 
which supported the measure.

Umbenhauer told the York 
Dispatch that the legislation is 
a continuation of other safety 
measures for which the A.B.A.T.E. 
organization has pushed. Grove also 
introduced legislation that, when 
signed into e$ect last year, required 
minors who hold motorcycle permits 
to successfully complete a free 15-
hour riding course.

HB–892 passed the house and 
senate with little dissent and was 
signed into e$ect by governor Tom 
Corbett.

 

A state survey has found that 
nearly three-quarters of Michigan 
motorcyclists wear helmets, down 
from almost a hundred percent 
before the state ended mandatory 
universal helmet use in 2012, 
letting riders opt out under certain 
circumstances.

Data for the Wayne State University 
study was collected over the summer 
by use of video cameras randomly 
placed across the state, and shows 
that 73% of motorcyclists in 
Michigan wear helmets, down 
from 99.4% in 2006 when the last 
statewide observation survey was 
conducted.

Still, the authors note that 
Michigan’s usage rate is 13% higher 
than the 60% of U.S. riders spotted 
wearing helmets in a nationwide 
survey in 2012. Also interesting 
to note, the current rate of riders 
wearing helmets is slightly lower 
than the 74.7% of helmeted riders 
involved in motorcycle crashes, 
according to the Michigan o%ce of 
highway safety planning, meaning 
lidless riders have a somewhat better 
safety record.

!e Michigan department of 
highway safety said that helmet use 
varies widely among types of riders: 
94.5% of people riding sports bikes 
wore helmets while only 33.3% of 
riders of choppers and custom bikes 
did. Female riders and those under 
30 and over 60 also wear helmets 



options, but a police spokesman 
stressed that “while it is the deputy 
who initiates the tra"c stop, it is the 
violator who initiates the pursuit.”

Nationally, the U.S. department of 
transportation estimates that 6,000 
to 8,000 police chases end in crashes 
each year, with close to 5,000 people 
being injured and 500 being killed.

 

Road crashes have been named 
the leading cause of unnatural death 
among Americans who travel outside 
of the country, where they are 
unfamiliar with local driving rules 
and customs. More U.S. citizens 
die in car or motorcycle crashes 
than from terrorist events according 
to a new study from Johns Hopkins 
University.

Using data from the U.S. state 
department that represented 5,417 
unnatural deaths between January 
2003 and December 2009, the 
research team calculated the rates 
of death by dividing the number of 
unnatural deaths by the number of 
Americans who visited each country.

“We know that the distribution 
of road tra"c fatalities varies 
dramatically across di$erent parts 
of the world,” Huseyin Naci, from 
the London School of Economics and 
Political Science, told Reuters news 
service. “While pedestrian deaths are 
more common in many parts of Africa, 
motorcycle and bicycle deaths occur 
more frequently in southeast Asia.”

Out of all the countries deemed 
unsafe for travel, !ailand ranked 
#rst among the most tra%c-related 
deaths with 16.5 deaths per one 
million visits.

Vietnam came in second with 15 
deaths per one million visits.

Morocco third with 12 deaths per 
one million visits.

South Africa fourth with 11 deaths 
per one million visits.

Researchers also reported that 
scooter and motorcycle deaths 
accounted for a large portion of 
tra%c-related deaths.

 

E$ective January 1, 2014, it is 
mandatory for all motorcyclists and 
passengers to wear re&ective jackets 
or vests when riding in the Republic 
of Mauritius, an island country in 
the south west Indian Ocean o$ the 
coast of Africa.

Road tra%c regulations passed last 
fall regarding “use of high visibility 
clothing” states;

“No person shall drive (or ride as a 
pillion rider on) a motorcycle or auto 
cycle, unless he wears high visibility 
clothing without any covering being 
worn over it that may cause obstruction 
to its visibility.”

!e regulations even dictate the 
type of polyester material, size 
of re&ective strips, and speci#c 
&uorescent colors (lime yellow, 
red, or orange) “intended to provide 

conspicuity at all times.”
Any person who contravenes these 

regulations shall commit an o$ence 
and shall, on conviction, be liable to 
a #ne not exceeding 1,000 Mauritian 
rupees (MUR).

 

Scottish police say that members 
of the pubic visiting Balkello Woods 
have been left “frustrated and 
concerned” by the irresponsible and 
illegal use of motorcycles in the area, 
both on and o$ road.

Police Scotland and the forestry 
commission have joined forces in 
announcing a major crackdown on 
unauthorized motor vehicles in the 
woodlands: “Powers granted under 
road tra"c and anti-social behaviour 
legislation allow the police to seize 
vehicles, including motorcycles and 
mini-motos, where they have been 
driven without license or insurance, or, 
in this scenario, where they are used in 
an anti-social manner.”

A force spokesman said: “O"cers 
have long focused on reducing the anti-
social and illegal use of motorcycles and 
make full use of anti-social and road 
tra"c legislation to seize motorcycles 
that are being used illegally. Following 
enforcement, many of the vehicles 
seized are ultimately dismantled and 
crushed.”

 

Like ‘em or love ‘em, the rift over 
the redneck Robertson clan from 
A&E Network’s top-rated Duck 
Dynasty showed that America still 
has a backbone, and Americans can 

in&uence change if enough of us 
stand together.

After the network suspended Phil 
Robertson over anti-gay comments, 
a grassroots tsunami of people 
from all walks of life" lit up" phone 
lines, e-mail inboxes, and fax 
machines as" the surge of incoming 
communications quickly became 
so intense, employees of the cable 
giant reportedly complained that the 
company was overwhelmed and had 
all but ground to a halt.

!e uproar continued through 
Christmas until Friday, December 
27, when A&E announced it was 
lifting the suspension and the show 
will continue.

Millions of citizens, many who 
had never taken any kind of action 
before, had successfully sprang to 
the defense of a man and his right to 
speak freely, irrespective of political 
correctness. If the Duck Dynasty 
&ap proves anything, it’s that when 
pushed too far, concerned Americans 
will rise up in response!

 

“Dissent is the highest form of 
patriotism.”

-- Howard Zinn
    (1922-2010)
    American historian 
    and social activist



http://teamoregon.orst.edu/

more A.B.A.T.E. members.
Chapters could hold events at least 

once a year that would bene#t the 
state treasury. Many organizations 
purchase a larger item (such as a gun 
safe) at a discounted price (or getting 
it donated would even be better), 
then have a donation drawing and 
make lots of money. It would be 
really great if a chapter would donate 
the item and then all the chapters 
could sell tickets and the drawing 
could be at the swap meet.

All the members need to 
remember that we are all members of 
A.B.A.T.E. and we need to support 
the state events and needs as much 
as we do our chapter events.  !is is 
not chapter vs state.  !is is about 
A.B.A.T.E. of Oregon.

Karen will review all the expenses 
from last year and try to come up with 
a bare bones budget for next month’s 
committee meeting discussion.

All representatives need to go back 
to their chapters to discuss the above 

ideas and #gure out what might 
work and what won’t.

We also need to get volunteers to 
step up to the plate and volunteer to 
make these things happen, not just 
keep talking about them.

Meeting adjourned at 11:55 a.m.
Next meeting will be at 11:15 prior 

to the March state board meeting.

• Randy Phipps brought up the 
possibility of of a four-panel handout 
that would fold down to tri-fold size. 
Chapters could print out their own 
copies on plain or glossy legal-size 
paper. (8-1/2” x 14”)

• It was suggested that we print 
up an advertising rate sheets for 
newsletter ads. It could be laminated 
and given to each chapter for the 
purpose of having more advertising 
in an e$ort to get the newspapers to 
pay for itself.

• 08 March 2014, 11:15 a.m.: 
Financial committee meeting 
prior to state board. Ciddici’s 
Pizza in Albany, Oregon.

• Saturday, 08 March 2014 at 
noon. State board of directors 
meeting. Ciddici’s Pizza in 
Albany, Oregon.  

• Lower Columbia Chapter is selling 
ra'e tickets for a gun safe. !e 
winner will be drawn on the 
Fourth of July.

• Saturday, 26 April 2014:  River 
City Chapter Teddy Bear Parade 
and Poker Run. !e Dalles, 
Oregon. 9:30 a.m. registration 

• 
 

(Postponed until fall when 
weather is better.)

• Saturday, 03 May 2014: May 
Motorcycle Awareness Rallies – 
Salem state capitol and Grants 

Pass county court house.
• 23 to 26 May 2014: A.B.A.T.E. 

Fossil Campout at Bear Hollow 
south of Fossil, Oregon.

• Sunday, 12 October 2014: 
A.B.A.T.E. state fall swap meet.

Adjourned: 2:49 p.m.

SWAP MEET

POSTPONED

UNTIL

12 OCTOBER 2014
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If  you’re out riding around our beautiful state and you have trouble on the road, you can call som
eone on the road list w

ho is close to w
here you are and ask for help. T

he X
 m

arks in the colum
ns indicate w

hat kind of help is available. T
his is a w

onderful service 
provided by folks w

ho care about m
otorcyclists, so please don’t abuse their kindness. (Yeah, that m

eans you, telem
arketers.) If you w

ould like to participate, phone (503)-838-6893, e-m
ail to statenew

sm
ag@

abateoforegon.net, or send your inform
ation to A.B.A.T.E. of O

regon.

North Coast area
Kirt Hagart   (503)-325-6383   Astoria   X X X X X   X

Central Coast area
Rod Hatter (541) 997-969 Florence X   X X    X
Ralph, Wanda Janes (541)-265-6850 central coast X X X X X X   X  X
Bob & Millie (541)-265-7586 central coast X X X X X X   X  X
Jack (541)-336-3844 central coast X          X
Randy, Deb Becker  (541)-5635501 central coast  X  X X X   X

South Coast area
Sherm Acord (541)-888-6672 Coos Bay  X X X X
Tom Curran (541)-888-2572 Charleston X X X X X X
Brian Bryan (541)-269-2934 Coos Bay  X X X X X
Charlie Hill (541)-759-2388 Lakeside   X  X
John Ireland (541)-572-4300 Bridge/ X X X X X X
  Myrtle Point

Bob Kudrna (541)-759-4164 Lakeside  X   X X
Greg McNair (541)-396-6477 Coquille X X X X X X
Brian, Paula St. Louis (541)-572-6108 Myrtle Point X X X X X X
Mike Richards (541)-396-2609  X X X X X X
Ross Pipe Works (541)-290-1958 Coquille  X X  X X
Bill, Judy Shineflew (541)-269-0553 Coos Bay X X X X X X
Larry Winter (541)-572-0207 Bridge/     X
  Myrtle Point

Susie Worthington (541)-269-2354 Coos Bay     X
Washington County area

Mike Darneille    X X    X
Paul Hering   X X X    X X
Chuck Jeffcoat  (503)-649-7344    X     X
Allan Nichols (503)-341-6157    X        X
Gordon Sahnow   X X X    X
Ted and Jill Tracy   1-(503)-819-8113  X X X X X X X
Ed, Tina Vaughn   (503)-nnn-nnnn    X X X X X X X
Roger Yarnell    (503)-810-0625     X     X

Portland area
Lee Austin (503)-760-9015 Portland X X X   X X   X
Steve Baton (503)-761-3362 Portland   X X   X      X
Rich Colwell (503)-519-0727 Portland  X X   X X   X
B. Davenport (503)-668-7810 Portland X X X   X X   X
Dick Emmonds (503)-654-9498 Milwaukie  X X X   X X    X
Dan Hein (503)-xx7-4826 Portland   X X   X  X
Emmett Hurd (503)-631-35xx Portland X X X   X X X
Gunny Hutcheson (503)-366-2636 St. Helens X X  X  X  X
Dave Janca (503)-730-6998 Portland  X  X   X  X  X
Roy Kirk (503)-653-0183 Portland   X X   X  X
Ken Mortallero (503)-860-2793 Portland   X     X  X
B. Skinner (503)-665-5063 Portland X X     X X X
Scott Tuthill   (503)-630-2419   Estacada X X X X X X X
Geoff White (503)-774-7558 Portland     X   X X    

Salem area
Walt Allegar (503)-363-4727 Salem X  X
Terry Edwards (503)-856-9281 Salem X X X
Michelle Fitzhenry (503)-588-4149 Salem    X X  X
Tylor Johnson (503)-856-9180 Salem X X X
Rot Path (503)-838-6893 Independence     X X  
L.R. Schroeder (503)-873-2492 Silverton     X

Willamette Valley area
Bob & Nina Avery (541)-998-8318 Junction City X    X     X
Michael Boggs (541)-367-9728  X X X X X X     X 
T. Brown (541)-607-8500 Eugene  X X  X X  X
Ron Budde (541)-343-6447 Eugene X X X
Jim Drew (541)-782-1136 Oakridge X X  X X    X
Michelle FitzHenry (503)-390-4292 Stevens  X X X X X X   
Gary, Carolyn Freeman (541)-760-1827(c) Philomath/ X X X X X X X
  Corvallis
Bryan Freitas (503)-793-9641 Eugene X X X X X X X
Ted Hudgins  (541)-338-8380(c)   X X X X X X
Mike, Ruth Johnson (541)-935-6261 Venteta X    X    X
Rich (Snake) Kaestner (541)-929-4589 Philomath/ X X X X X X X
  Corvallis
Rick & Lyn Maish (541)-746-7837 Springfield X X X X X X X
Nic Oliver (541)-487-5570 Alsea X X X X X X X
Fred Reyes (541)-896-3348 Eugene X X X X X X X
Michael, Peggy Schneider (541)-349-9864 Eugene X X X  X X X
Roy Smith (541)-689-2407 Eugene X   X     X
Warren Tegge (541)-344-0344 Eugene X    X    X

Southern Oregon area
Ray Adams (541)-679-5097 Winston X X X X X X X
Judi Berglin  (541)–272–7505 Medford   X  X  X
Eric Grout (541)-673-4371 Roseburg X X X X X X X
Rock On (541)-459-3541  X   X X X X
Ron & Pat Wine (541)-832-2219 JoCo X X X X X X X

Central Oregon area
John Baunmann (541)-382-6146 Bend X   X X X   X  X    
Bird Dog (541)-420-2062  X X   X
Steve Chakar (541)-410-0389 Redmond X X X X X
Scott Greene (541)-420-7526 Bend  X X     
Greg Has-Ellison (541)-280-9375 Tumalo  X X  X X   X  X 
Dale Hix (541)-548-1633 Redmond X X X   X       
David Miller (541)-420-6134 Redmond  X X  X       X 
Ed Miller (541)-923-5503 Redmond X X X X  X       X
Rob Mitchell (541)-280-3228 Bend X X X X X X   X  X 
Aaron, Bonnie Myhra (503)-901-1816 Bend X X X  X X   X  X 
Larry Ramos (541)-923-3809 Redmond X X X  X X   X  X 
Richard Shurley (541)-549-8180 Bend X X X X
Slim (503)-349-9540(c) Culver X X X X X   X  X
Mike Smith (541)-588-0204 Bend X  X         X         X
Alan Wenzel (541)-820-4694 Prairie City X X X X X X X  

other areas
Mike Farmer (541)-386-8744 mid-Columbia X X X X X X X
  River 

Rick (541)-673-4371 Dillard X X X X X X X
Joseph Laurance (541)-679-3775 Dillard X X X X X X 
Rod “Reckless” Runyon (541)-993-6413 The Dalles X X X X X X X

Region 1 Portland and metro area (503)-731-8200
Region 2 Salem and northwest Oregon (503)-986-2600
Region 3 Roseburg and southwest Oregon (541)-957-3500
Region 4 Bend and central Oregon (541)-388-6180
Region 5 LaGrande and eastern Oregon (541)-963-3177

For street maintenance and signal problems associated with safe motorcycle operation 
in your local community, check in your telephone directory for the city, county, or state 
maintenance section in charge of the street with a safety problem that you have identified. 
Ensure that you have the names of the streets or roads and give accurate information 
about the safety problem. 

Road and weather information:  1-(800)-977-6368  (O.D.O.T.) web site:    http://www.oregon.gov/ODOT
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!ese advertisements are for personal items only and are free to Oregon A.B.A.T.E. members. 
Each ad will run for three months. (Date in parenthesis is the last issue in which the ad will appear.)
Please limit ad length to 50 words so everyone can play.
Business and services will need to place paid advertisements.

  Note:  A.B.A.T.E. of Oregon, Inc. is not responsible for any items appearing in these advertisements.
( Deadline is the 10th of each month for following month’s publication. )

news@abateoforegon.net



 
  (503)-341-6157 coordinator@abateoforegon.net 

   (503)-nnn-nnnn secretary@abateoforegon.net

  (503)–nnn–nnnn VCN@abateoforegon.net

   (541)– VCS@abateoforegon.net 
 

  (503)–nnn–nnnn VCE@abateoforegon.net
 

  (541)-nnn-nnnn Treasurer@abateoforegon.net
 

 Cindy Witmer  auditor@abateoforegon.net
 

   Membership@abateoforegon.net "877" number discontinued (unused)

 Robert Terrill (503)–887–3032 Sanctioning@abateoforegon.net  

 Rot Path (503)-838-6893 news@abateoforegon.net 

  (541)-nnn-nnnn legislative@abateoforegon.net 

 Randy Phipps (503)-347-0524 SergeantNorth@abateoforegon.net

   Lance Tolle (541)- SergeantSouth@abateoforegon.net

     (541)- SergeantEast@abateoforegon.net

 Dave Meeker (503)-985-0233 P.O. box 563; Gaston, OR  97119

   Education@abateoforegon.net

    (360)–949–0069 pr@abateoforegon.net
 

  (503)–nnn–nnnn Fossil@abateoforegon.net

 Randy Phipps (503)-347-0524 SwapMeet@abateoforegon.net

  (541)–965–2701 Historian@abateoforegon.net

 Carl Earl  webmaster@abateoforegon.net

  (503)–nnn–nnnn Quartermaster@abateoforegon.net

 Brian Stovall (541)–340–9442 BikePAC@abateoforegon.net 

Allan Nichols (503)–341–6157

  (541)-nnn-nnnn CoCNorth@abateoforegon.net

NOTE:  (c) = cell phone



A.B.A.T.E. of Oregon, Inc.  Membership Application
Name: _____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Adress:____________________________________________              

City: _______________________________________  State: ____________________  Zip: ____________________ 
 
Phone: (________) - __________ - _________________   E-mail: _________________________________________ 

 Additional Members in Same Household:    

Name: ____________________________________________________________  
          

Name: ____________________________________________________________
          

Name: ____________________________________________________________

 Membership Rates:
number of  one  two three five 
members type year years years years

_____    Single $  30 $ 55 $  80 $125  Total members: _____

_____    Couple $  35 $ 65 $  95 $150  Amount enclosed:   $ _________

_____    Family $  40 $ 75 $110 $175

_____    Club/Org. $  40 $ 75 $110 $175  Date paid: _________________

_____  Sustaining  $100

 _____ Lifetime     $300

Please send completed application  to:

Membership Secretary
A.B.A.T.E. of Oregon, Inc.
P.O. Box 4504
Portland, ORegon
   97208

How did you hear about A.B.A.T.E. of Oregon?

Comments:

( please circle
  desired duration
  of membership.)

How would you like to receive your state 
newspaper?

[   ]  Print version mailed to your address.

[   ]  Download PDF version from state 
web site at:  

http://www.abateoforegon.net



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, 08 March 2014
1200 ( noon )

11:15 a.m. 
• Budget, membership meeting

A man was as divided as March,
To Irish Mardi Gras or be parched ?
!e former was more fun, 
But he wondered when done,
How his bike got ten feet up a larch.

(9


